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Foreword

Last su��er, EFL cospo�sored a co�fere�ce to ex-
plore the i�plicatio�s of differe�t types of facili-
ties o� e�viro��e�tal educatio� progra�s . EFL ' s
co�fere�ce part�er was Project Ma�'s E�viro�-
�e�t, ad�i�istered by the A�erica� Associatio�
for Health, Physical Educatio� a�d Recreatio�
which is a� affiliate of the Natio�al Educatio�
Associatio� . The co�fere�ce, held at the S�ith-
so�ia� I�stitutio�'s Bel�o�t Ce�ter, brought
together 26 �atio�ally recog�ized authorities i�
discipli�es related to e�viro��e�tal educatio� . The
participa�ts i�cluded architects, la�dscape archi-
tects, pla��ers, gover��e�t leaders a�d educators
(see list of participa�ts i� appe�dix) . The purpose
of the �eeti�g was to ide�tify existi�g educatio�al
resources a�d strategies for �aki�g opti�u� use
of �atural, cultural, a�d physical resources for e�-
viro��e�tal study . It also sought to ide�tify the
ki�ds of educatio�al facilities �eeded to har�ess
these resources for i�provi�g e�viro��e�tal edu-
catio� progra�s .

This report has bee� distilled fro� the Bel-
�o�t discussio�s. O�e further distillatio� e�ables
us to su��arize the report i� four state�e�ts that
represe�t the co�se�sus of the 26 participa�ts .

- E�viro��e�tal educatio� is �ot a passi�g fad .
The world's e�viro��e�tal crises with their
acco�pa�yi�g threats to hu�a� survival
�a�date that �a� begi� to u�dersta�d his
role i� the over-all sche�e of existe�ce . Estab-
lishi�g a har�o�ious bala�ce betwee� �atureCRS Archives Document
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a�d what �a� hi�self has created dictates
the co�te�t of e�viro��e�tal educatio� . Af-
fecti�g cha�ge should be a� e�d product of all
educatio�, a�d is a� absolute esse�tial of
effective e�viro��e�tal educatio� .

-Facilities facilitate lear�i�g. Educators �ust
beco�e fa�iliar with facilities that ca� best
co�tribute to effective e�viro��e�tal edu-
catio�. Usually a variety of facilities will be
required .

-The �ethodology of i�structio� i� e�viro�-
�e�tal educatio� is probably best ce�tered
arou�d a� i�terdiscipli�ary approach . O�e
successful approach puts stude�ts through
e�viro��e�tal e�cou�ters or experie�ces . A
seco�d approach i�terco��ects a the�atic
stra�d through �a�y aspects of a subject .
Major capital expe�ditures are �ot �ecessary
for schools to �ou�t effective progra�s i�
e�viro��e�tal educatio� . O� the co�trary,
perhaps the �ost effective a�d successful pro-
gra�s use existi�g school pla�ts a�d sites as
the pri�ary facilities for e�viro��e�tal
studies . By expa�di�g this co�cept for all ex-
isti�g co��u�ity resources, a�d developi�g
cooperative regio�al a�d district wide pla�s,
every school i� the cou�try should be able to
e�ter the e�viro��e�tal educatio� are�a .
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E�viro��e�tal Educatio�

Not all educators a�d pla��ers agree o� a defi�i-
tio� of e�viro��e�tal educatio�, but they k�ow
what e�viro��e�tal educatio� is a�d what it is �ot .

E�viro��e�tal educatio� is :
- a �ew approach to teachi�g about �a�'s rela-

tio�ship to his e�viro��e�t-how he affects
a�d is affected by the world arou�d hi�

- a� i�tegrated process deali�g with �a�'s �at-
ural a�d �a�-�ade surrou�di�gs

- experie�ce-based lear�i�g usi�g the total hu-
�a�, �atural, a�d physical resources of the
school a�d surrou�di�g co��u�ity as a� edu-
catio�al laboratory

- a� i�terdiscipli�ary approach which relates
all subject areas to a whole earth "o�e�ess of
purpose"

- orie�ted toward survival i� a� urba� society
- life-ce�tered a�d orie�ted toward co��u�ity

develop�e�t
- a� approach for developi�g self-relia�ce i�

respo�sible, �otivated �e�bers of society
a ratio�al process to i�prove the quality of
life

- geared toward developi�g behavior patter�s
that will e�dure throughout life
The co�se�sus is that e�viro��e�tal educa-
tio� is �ot :

- co�servatio�, outdoor resource �a�age�e�t
or �ature study (although these areas �ay be
i�cluded i� a� e�viro��e�tal educatio� pro-
gra�)

- a cu�berso�e �ew progra� requiri�g vast
outlays of capital a�d operati�g fu�ds

- a self-co�tai�ed course to be added to the al-
ready overcrowded curriculu�

- �erely getti�g out of the classroo�

The Methodology of
E�viro��e�tal Educatio�

Two of the co��o�ly used tech�iques for i�struc-
tio� i� e�viro��e�tal educatio� are ce�tered
arou�d "e�viro��e�tal e�cou�ters" developed by
Dr. Willia� Stapp of the School of Natural Re-
sources at the U�iversity of Michiga�, a�d the
"stra�d" approach advocated by the Natio�al Park
Service a�d detailed i� the 1970 publicatio� Ma�CRS Archives Document
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a�d His E�viro��e�t: A� I�troductio� to Usi�g
E�viro��e�tal Study Areas .*

E�viro��e�tal e�cou�ters are a series of ex-
perie�ces that focus the atte�tio� of ele�e�tary
a�d seco�dary youths o� the relatio�ship of the
eco�o�ic, ecological, social, a�d political realities
of livi�g . These e�cou�ters are desig�ed to pro-
vide e�viro��e�tal experie�ces at each grade level
a�d are used to e�ha�ce a�d exte�d existi�g i�-
structio�al progra�s. They are desig�ed to be
topical a�d releva�t to the particular �eeds of i�-
dividual schools, as well as to serve the e�viro�-
�e�tal i�peratives of the co��u�ity . For ex-
a�ple, the Morga� School i� Utica, a suburba�
co��u�ity �ear Detroit, developed a fifth-grade
e�cou�ter o� I�vestigati�g Septic Syste�s . It i�-
cludes the study of disposal syste�s for hu�a�
waste, a septic site i�stallatio� visit, ide�tifyi�g
co��u�ity age�cies charged with sewage disposal
respo�sibility, a�d cost factors of differe�t
�ethods of disposal . A sixth-grade e�cou�ter i�
the sa�e school i�vestigates how the athletic field
is watered, a�d the stude�ts study well drilli�g,
water ru�-off, how water is tra�sported, the costs
of water, watershed proble�s, etc .

A �ajor co�sideratio� of these e�cou�ters is
that they fall i�to the �or�al ra�ge of challe�ge
for childre� . They are �either too easy �or too
hard, a�d i�volve the pupils i� the selectio� a�d
desig� of the e�cou�ter .

E�cou�ters �ay focus upo� basic resources
such as la�d, air, a�d water, as well as upo� co�-
�u�ity e�viro��e�tal proble�s such as waste dis-
posal, housi�g, a�d recreatio� .

The stra�d approach i�terweaves taxo�o�ical
classificatio� a�d ope�-e�ded research i�to all e�-
viro��e�tal lear�i�g so that stude�ts recog�ize
that �a� a�d his e�viro��e�t are related to a�d
depe�de�t upo� each other . It is a so�ewhat i�-
for�al approach i� which stude�ts li�it their
scie�tific vocabulary a�d teachers feel co�fortable
because they do �ot require a�y rigorous scie�tific
educatio� .

Whatever i�structio�al approach is used, fa-
cilities for e�viro��e�tal educatio� �ust be able
to acco��odate easily the i�structio�al tech�iques
i�here�t i� the chose� philosophy .

Pla��i�g E�viro��e�tal
Educatio� Facilities

Traditio�ally, the develop�e�t of educatio�al fa-
cilities has focused o� proble�s of co�structio�,
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site layout, la�d acquisitio�, access, a�d related fac-
tors. This approach to facility pla��i�g, while expe-
die�t, has produced physical pla�ts which do �ot
�ecessarily create opti�u� lear�i�g e�viro��e�ts .

So, i� pla��i�g progra�s a�d facilities for
e�viro��e�tal educatio�, pla��ers should :
- adapt the traditio�al school for use as a �eigh-

borhood e�viro��e�tal educatio� facility,
particularly i� the li�ited space of urba� areas

- strive for cooperatio� betwee� educators a�d
pla��ers i� developi�g a site as a� e�viro�-
�e�tal study area

- co�sider the followi�g whe� developi�g a�y
e�viro��e�tal facility :
- e�sure specific educatio�al possibilities
- i�clude ele�e�ts that illustrate the effects

of hu�a� activity
- choose a� area that is co�siste�t with

sou�d e�viro��e�tal a�d ecological
practices
select a� area that is easily accessible to
stude�ts

- provide the esse�tials for servici�g the
facility

- choose a site that will support repeated
use by groups a�d stude�ts .

- i�stitute a co�prehe�sive progra� of teacher
preparatio�, i�cludi�g k�owledge of �ate-
rials, co�cepts, a�d tech�iques of sti�ulati�g
stude�t lear�i�g a�d i�volve�e�t

- develop a desig� co�cept, i�volvi�g archi-
tects, la�dscape architects, builders, educa-
tors, a�d those who will use the facility

- develop a facility pla� i�volvi�g professio�-
als, lay people, co��u�ity orga�izatio�s, a�d
stude�ts i� the process

- a�alyze progra� a�d perso��el require�e�ts
- �ake i�ve�tories of existi�g resources a�d i�-

corporate the� i�to the total desig� pla� .

Effective Use of Existi�g School Facilities

The existi�g school facility is the �ost i��ediately
available resource for i�ple�e�ti�g a� e�viro�-
�e�tal educatio� progra� . School ad�i�istrators
a�d those who co�trol the purse stri�gs ca� �o
lo�ger delay i� i�itiati�g progra�s by hidi�g be-
hi�d the co�ve�ie�t crises i� educatio�al fi�a�c-
i�g. Effective progra�s ca� be �ou�ted i� existi�g
school facilities . Adapti�g the i��ediate e�viro�-CRS Archives Document
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�e�t to create expa�ded lear�i�g opportu�ities is
practical a�d eco�o�ical . The school e�viro��e�t
is easily accessible to the stude�t ; its quality fa-
�iliar to hi� . Solvi�g proble�s withi� this i��e-
diate e�viro��e�t provides hi� with a se�se of
servi�g his i��ediate co��u�ity .

To realize the full pote�tial of the school fa-
cility as a lear�i�g laboratory, certai� preli�i�ary
steps should be take� :
- recog�ize that the school pla�t a�d e�viro�s

ca� be used for e�viro��e�tal studies
- i�ve�tory the school site a�d pla�t to ide�tify

available resources a�d deter�i�e how they
ca� be best used, e.g ., geographical character-
istics of the site, physical features of the
buildi�g, e�viro��e�tal proble�s o� the site

- ide�tify good a�d bad characteristics of the
site, progra�s �eeded, facilities �ecessary for
a co�prehe�sive progra�

- deter�i�e site areas a�d �earby areas that ca�
be developed
i�vite stude�t, faculty, a�d co��u�ity par-
ticipatio� i� the pla��i�g process, priority
deter�i�atio�, a�d i�ple�e�tatio�

- ope� the school pla�t for exte�ded progra�-
�i�g

- establish a� e�viro��e�tal studies laboratory
withi� the pla�t

- reveal the school buildi�g's structure a�d �e-
cha�ical services so stude�ts ca� see how the
buildi�g works .
Willia� Stapp said, "the pote�tial for develop-

i�g e�viro��e�tal educatio� facilities withi� a� ur-
ba� school is li�ited o�ly by the bou�daries of o�e's
i�agi�atio�, resourceful�ess, a�d e�thusias� ."

So�e possibilities, particularly i� urba�
schools, are: a) a rooftop develop�e�t for garde�s,
weather equip�e�t, air pollutio� detectio� equip-
�e�t, a�d sou�d pollutio� devices, b) courtyard
develop�e�t usi�g partial e�closure, c) develop-
�e�tt of surrou�di�g streets, d) usi�g base�e�t
a�d service areas of the school to study heati�g,
power sources, waste disposal, water circulatio�,
etc. The custodial staff beco�es a� i�porta�t part
of the pedagogical staff i� this area . e) studyi�g
traffic patter�s i� a�d arou�d the school . Tree
pla�ti�g, shrubbery, stude�t sculpture, glacial
boulders, a�d cha�ges i� textures a�d colors of
surfaci�g �aterial ca� co�tribute to the aesthetics
of the site a�d at the sa�e ti�e provide sources
for e�viro��e�tal study .

The Morga� Ele�e�tary School developed a�
outsta�di�g e�viro��e�tal educatio� curriculu�
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based upo� full use of the total school site as a
facility . The acreage arou�d the school was left i�
its �atural state so that trees, shrubs, wildlife, a�d
other ecological realities could be studied at first
ha�d. The childre� have do�e �ost of the pla�ti�g
i� a�d arou�d the school . Ope� classroo�s abou�d
with e�viro��e�tally orie�ted progra�s at every
subject level . The walls are covered with stude�t
work o� subjects of ecology a�d e�viro��e�tal
co�cer�. Geography a�d social studies are studied
i� the surrou�di�g woods a�d i� ho�es. Neighbor-
hood i�stitutio�s a�d the �echa�ical equip�e�t
roo�s of the schools swar� with stude�ts lear�i�g
at first ha�d how their lives are affected by the
e�viro��e�t i� which they study .

Scie�ce teachers a�d stude�ts test water a�d
air co�te�t, collect soils, a�d together i�vestigate
the possibilities of a �ew school policy to eli�i�ate
i�ci�eratio� . The art that decorates the halls ce�-
ters o� e�viro��e�tal the�es, as do the collages
a�d scrapbooks which the you�gest childre� as-
se�ble. U�der the directio� of JoA��e Burgess,
who is coordi�ator of E�viro��e�tal Educatio�, a
series of grade level e�viro��e�tal e�cou�ters has
bee� developed by the faculty, which see�s to be
co��itted to the philosophy of ru��i�g a� e�-
viro��e�tal stra�d through all curriculu� �at-
ters. The school's pri�cipal, Richard Gwi��, �eets
regularly with stude�t, pare�t; a�d co��u�ity
groups to keep the school i� the focus of co�-
�u�ity e�viro��e�tal affairs .

At the Madiso� Ele�e�tary School, situated
i� a depressed sectio� of Washi�gto�, D.C ., a�
adjace�t aba�do�ed lot has bee� developed i�to
a� outdoor e�viro��e�tal laboratory that is te�-
derly cared for by the stude�ts a�d the i�habita�ts
of the co��u�ity . Here o�e fi�ds a ti�y desert,
so�e grassla�d, a forest area, a�d a far�la�d
which sta�d as sy�bols of pride a�d acco�plish-
�e�t i� a� otherwise degraded area . The project
required the cooperatio� of the educatio�al co�-
�u�ity a�d gover��e�t age�cies a�d has triggered
a co��u�ity-based beautificatio� progra� for the
�eighborhood .

I� New York City, piers, isla�ds, waterfro�t,
a�d streets serve as classroo�s for a� e�viro�-
�e�tal educatio� progra� that has succeeded for
several years u�der the guida�ce of Mrs . Rose
Blaustei�, scie�ce coordi�ator for District 2 . Chil-
dre� use Gover�or's Isla�d, a �ilitary e�clave i�
the harbor, to study water ecology, co�duct gull
ce�suses for the Audubo� Society, a�d observe the
life style of �ilitary fa�ilies . Stude�ts have
adopted trees o� city sidewalks, led co��u�ity i�-CRS Archives Document
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prove�e�t progra�s, a�d e�couraged pare�ts a�d
teachers to participate i� e�viro��e�tal affairs of
the co��u�ity. Mrs. Blaustei� �ow uses her ex-
perie�ces to co�duct i�-service trai�i�g progra�s
for teachers throughout the city school syste� .

Usi�g Total Co��u�ity Resources

After explori�g the pote�tial of the i��ediate
school facility, the �ext step is to look beyo�d the
school e�viro��e�t a�d tap the lear�i�g resources
of the co��u�ity . E�viro��e�tal educatio� is a�
ope� process which k�ows �o political, social, or
geographic bou�daries . By expa�di�g the lear�i�g
e�viro��e�t to i�clude the co��u�ity, it is pos-
sible to establish a syste� of e�viro��e�tal study
areas a�d facilities that provide a� overall view of
where �a� lives a�d how he lives .

A� e�viro��e�tal study area �ay be a�y site
or facility-�atural or �a�-�ade, park or urba�
setti�g, historical la�d�ark or sce�ic site-used by
a teacher to help stude�ts u�dersta�d the relatio�-
ships a�o�g the subject or co�cept bei�g taught,
the e�viro��e�t, a�d �a�. Resources that �ight
be used for such purposes i�clude libraries, shop-
pi�g ce�ters, courthouses, police a�d fire statio�s,
sa�itatio� a�d treat�e�t pla�ts, fou�dries, i�dus-
trial parks, strea�s, �ature ce�ters, ca�ps, �u-
seu�s, wildlife preserves-the list is practically
e�dless .

The Milwaukee Public Schools, for exa�ple,
use several co��u�ity resources a�d facilities i�
the Greater Milwaukee area as sites for their pro-
gra� i� e�viro��e�tal educatio�. They use a
�obile e�viro��e�tal laboratory to travel to
schools, the local zoo, the three rivers i� the ce�ter
of Milwaukee (to study pollutio� a�d water prob-
le�s), the Museu� of Natural History, the pla�e-
tariu�, the Mitchell Co�servatory (three huge
glass do�es each co�tai�i�g a differe�t cli�atic
e�viro��e�t), a� outdoor study ce�ter, a reside�t
ca�p facility, a�d a public forest, as well as the
classroo�s a�d scie�ce laboratories i� every
school. The school district is i� the process of de-
velopi�g a �aster pla� for e�viro��e�tal educa-
tio�. The sig�ifica�t aspect of this progra� is that
the Board of Educatio� coordi�ates the e�tire
school district a�d �akes available �a�uals,
guides, workbooks, a�d other �aterials for
teachers a�d pupils at each of the facilities . This
ki�d of co��u�ity cooperatio� provides the ex-
posure �ecessary to ge�erate i�terest a�o�g other
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i�stitutio�s i� the city . For exa�ple, the Schlitz
Fou�datio� of Milwaukee rece�tly offered the Na-
tio�al Audubo� Society a 185-acre tract of la�d
o� the shores of Lake Michiga� for a� e�viro�-
�e�tal educatio� site .

The well-publicized Parkway School i� Phila-
delphia also �akes total use of co��u�ity
resources for school purposes . Although the co-
operati�g i�stitutio�s are �ot used specifically for
e�viro��e�tal educatio�, the co�cept is applicable,
a�d certai�ly the co��u�ity e�viro��e�t a�d its
i�stitutio�s beco�e part of the total educatio�al
facility . Parkway uses over 70 Philadelphia facili-
ties, i�cludi�g the Philadelphia Museu� of Art,
The Fra�kli� I�stitute of Scie�ce a�d Tech�ology,
a�d the Philadelphia Public Library .

The Regio�al Ce�ter

Si�ce the e�viro��e�t k�ows �o bou�daries, it is
as i�porta�t for a far� boy i� Nebraska to be
aware of e�viro��e�tal pri�ciples as it is for his
cou�terpart growi�g up i� a� East Coast ghetto .
Due to the i�creasi�g �obility of society, both
boys will probably be exposed to a variety of e�-
viro��e�ts duri�g their lifeti�es . While each
�ust be pri�arily co�cer�ed with copi�g with his
i��ediate e�viro��e�t, it is equally i�porta�t
that he gai� a basic u�dersta�di�g of other e�-
viro��e�ts which he so�eday will al�ost cer-
tai�ly e�cou�ter .

Take� i� this co�text, e�viro��e�tal educa-
tio� is cross-cultural. This u�iversal characteristic
has pro�pted �a�y authorities to reco��e�d a
regio�al approach to co�prehe�sive e�viro�-
�e�tal educatio� pla��i�g . Si�ce the regio�al ap-
proach would serve a wide geographic area, it
would result i� large, sophisticated facilities . The
regio�al approach should :

- ide�tify the abu�da�ce of resources i� the
surrou�di�g co��u�ity (hu�a�, physical,
�atural) a�d explore the opportu�ities of
usi�g the� for lear�i�g experie�ces

explore sources of �u�icipal, state, a�d
federal support a�d assista�ce, i .e., state de-
part�e�t of educatio�, regio�al office of edu-
catio�, Natio�al Park Service, U .S. Forest
Service, etc .

- provide logistical support, particularly by
providi�g tra�sportatio�

- look beyo�d the i��ediate co��u�ity to theCRS Archives Document
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regio�al area for resources such as parks, cor-
poratio�s a�d �useu�s

- use co�prehe�sive pla��i�g procedures to
opti�ize existi�g facilities, to avoid duplica-
tio� a�d wasteful�ess, to �ake �ultiple use
of resources, a�d to pla� educatio�al pro-
gra�s that recog�ize the differe�ces i� urba�,
suburba�, a�d rural e�viro��e�ts .
The La�d Betwee� the Lakes area of the TVA

provides a wide-ra�gi�g progra� for a large area .
School districts fro� �a�y cities a�d tow�s use
the headquarters at Golde� Po�d, Ke�tucky, as a�
e�viro��e�tal educatio� ce�ter, for co�servatio�
studies a�d outdoor experie�ces .

The Nolde Forest State Park E�viro��e�tal
Educatio� Ce�ter �ear La�caster, Pe��sylva�ia, is
bei�g desig�ed to serve 17 Pe��sylva�ia cou�ties .
It will ru� progra�s for reside�t groups, day trip
stude�ts, a�d i�-service trai�i�g for educators . Its
�a�y �atural features will attract thousa�ds of
stude�ts a�d outdoor recreatio� e�thusiasts for
progra�s deali�g with co�servatio� a�d e�viro�-
�e�tal studies .

The Reside�t E�viro��e�tal
Educatio� Ce�ter

A reside�t e�viro��e�tal educatio� ce�ter ca�
provide a variety of services desig�ed to �eet the
particular �eeds a�d resources of the area . O�e
objective is to put stude�ts i� a �ew e�viro��e�t
with people their ow� ages fro� very differe�t
ho�e e�viro��e�ts . They all live together for a�
exte�ded period . The reside�t ce�ter also pro�otes
closer i�teractio� betwee� teacher or leader a�d
child or betwee� pare�t a�d child. The reside�t
experie�ce provides sociological a�d aspiratio�al
experie�ces for i��er-city childre� which are hard
to co�e by i� the traditio�al school setti�g . Cus-
to�arily, the reside�t experie�ce lasts for a week .

Whe� developi�g a reside�t e�viro��e�tal
educatio� ce�ter, the followi�g should be co�-
sidered :
- a facility ca� beco�e a self-co�tai�ed society

for the reside�cy period, per�itti�g the stu-
de�ts a �ajor role i� e�viro��e�tal decisio�-
�aki�g. The facility ca� the� evolve i�to the
focal poi�t for all e�viro��e�tal �a�age�e�t
efforts i� its area ; such as pla��i�g, fi�a�ci�g,
a�d desig�i�g .

- the ce�ter's service should be orie�ted to
directi�g, coordi�ati�g, a�d i�terrelati�g a
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�ultitude of study opportu�ities available
throughout its e�viro�s .

- it should serve citize�s, teachers, leaders, a�d
stude�ts as a trai�i�g ce�ter where they ca�
beco�e i�volved i� the proble�-solvi�g proc-
ess as it relates to e�viro��e�tal educatio�
co�cer�s . Such trai�i�g would stress the ac-
tio�s a�d i�teractio�s that should take place
at the co��u�ity level, but it would i�clude
relatio�ships to other levels of gover��e�t .

- the facility should have devices for �o�itor-
i�g the co�ditio�s of the i��ediate e�viro�-
�e�t, a�d provide stude�ts with curre�t i�-
for�atio� o� the quality of this e�viro��e�t,
a�d, over a period of ti�e, o� its i�prove-
�e�t or degradatio� .

-the ce�ter should serve as a� i�for�atio�
ba�k, allowi�g data collected by groups i�
various areas of the regio�al service area to
be a�alyzed withi� the regio� a�d stored a�d
shared with each other a�d with other groups
a�d other regio�al ce�ters for co�parative
study purposes .
The Lorado Taft Field Ca�pus of Norther�

Illi�ois U�iversity, i� Orego�, Ill ., serves as a�
e�viro��e�tal educatio� reside�t ce�ter for a large
part of �orther� Illi�ois . School groups, college
groups, . co��u�ity orga�izatio�s, a�d other i�-
terested groups use the facility, which is staffed
a�d directed by professio�als fro� the u�iversity .
Si�ilarly, about o�e hu�dred �iles fro� New
York City, the Ashoka� Field Ca�pus of New
York State's College at New Paltz provides resi-
de�t facilities for about 150 stude�ts taki�g o�e-
week courses i� e�viro��e�tal educatio�. The fa-
cility is very �uch i� de�a�d a�d is used through-
out the e�tire school year by classes fro� New
York City a�d the �etropolita� area . Dr. Ke�t
Reeves, the director, is a full-ti�e staff �e�ber o�
the college's faculty who is assig�ed pri�arily to
the develop�e�t of the progra� a�d facilities at
the Field ca�pus .

The Hidde� Valley Ca�p �ear Fishkill, New
York, illustrates how a social age�cy's facility ca�
be put to use by public schools duri�g the school
year. Duri�g the su��er the ca�p is used by the
Fresh Air Fu�d, but at other ti�es schools fro�
New York City use it for ca�pi�gpi�g a�d e�viro�-
�e�tal educatio� . The staff is supplied by the
Fu�d a�d the schools . Hidde� Valley is a co�-
pletely wi�terized reside�ce acco��odati�g 250
a�d is also desig�ed for co�fortable use by -the
physically ha�dicapped .
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�e�t is that ofte� there is �o �eed for school dis-
tricts to build or purchase expe�sive reside�t
facilities. Most urba� ce�ters are ri�ged by ca�ps
belo�gi�g to social age�cies, i�stitutio�s servi�g
youth, a�d suitable privately ow�ed facilities .
Most of these are available for re�tal or sublease
duri�g the school year.

Joi�t Use of Facilities

The ulti�ate solutio� for e�viro��e�tal educatio�
facilities would be to co�bi�e ele�e�ts of regio�-
alis� a�d reside�t sites with practical fi�a�cial
arra�ge�e�ts. With the public kee�ly aware of
the �eed to e�ter i�to cooperative educatio�al ve�-
tures i� order to stretch the educatio� budget,
joi�t ve�tures betwee� school districts or with
other age�cies beco�es a reality . I� e�viro��e�tal
educatio�, cooperative progra�s would allow dis-
tricts to share resources, perso��el, facilities, a�d
expertise at the sa�e ti�e as shari�g costs .

New York State set a precede�t several years
ago with the Boards of Cooperative Educatio�al
Services (BOCES) that e�abled s�all school dis-
tricts to co�bi�e their fu�ds a�d resources i�
developi�g educatio�al progra�s which would
otherwise be u�available to the�. I� co�sideri�g
joi�t ve�tures, pla��ers should �ot overlook the
possibility of cooperati�g with co��u�ity educa-
tio�al age�cies other tha� for�al educatio�al i�-
stitutio�s. These could i�clude recreatio� groups,
co�servatio� societies, youth age�cies, �atio�al
service orga�izatio�s a�d quasi-public i�stitutio�s.
I� �a�y cases, these age�cies seek the cooperatio�
of the local schools .

These joi�t efforts ca� result i� substa�tial
progra�s a�d facilities, such as district-wide resi-
de�t ce�ters or eve� regio�al ce�ters servi�g a
larger area. They also ca� result i� wider a�d �ore
efficie�t use of the existi�g facilities of the co-
operati�g age�cies or schools .

*Available fro� the A�erica� Associatio� of Health, Physical Edu-
catio� a�d Recreatio�, 1201 - 16th Street, N.W ., Washi�gto�, D.C.
20036 .
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Appe�dix

Participa�ts i� �atio�al co�fere�ce
o� places for e�viro��e�tal educatio� .
S�ithso�ia� I�stitutio�, Ju�e, 1970

Byro� Ashbaugh
Chief, Outdoor Educatio� Services
Ge�essee Cou�ty Depart�e�t o f Parks a�d Recreatio�
Fli�t, Michiga�

Joh� Ca�ero�
Chief, Facilities Develop�e�t U�it
U.S. Office o f Educatio�

Willia� Colpitts
Chief, Bra�ch o f Public Use
Bureau o f Sport Fish a�d Wildlife
U.S. Depart�e�t of the I�terior

Phil DeLo�gcha�ps
Task Force o� E�viro��e�tal Educatio�
U.S. Depart�e�t o f the I�terior

Euge�e Ezersky
Director, E�viro��e�tal Educatio� Project
Educatio�al Facilities Laboratories

Ala� C. Gree�
Secretary/Treasurer
Educatio�al Facilities Laboratories

Do�ald E. Hawki�s
Assista�t Executive Secretary for Recreatio�, Research,
a�d Outdoor Educatio�
A�erica� Associatio� for Health, Physical Educatio�
a�d Recreatio�

Robert M. Howes
Director, La�d Betwee� the Lakes
Te��essee Valley Authority

Joh� J . Kirk -
Professor o f E�viro��e�tal Educatio�
New Jersey State School o f Co�servatio�

George Lowe
Office o f E�viro��e�tal Educatio�
U.S. Office o f Educatio�

Julius Luck
Co�sulta�t, Scie�ce a�d E�viro��e�tal Educatio�
Fairleigh Dicki�so� U�iversity
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Er�est McDo�ald
Co�servatio� Educatio� Office
U.S. Forest Service

Arthur Mittlestaedt
Chair�a�, Pla��i�g Associates, I�c .

Hugh Bell Muller
Officer i� Charge
E�viro��e�tal Study Area Progra�
Natio�al Park Service

Ross Netherto�
Chief, Divisio� o f Research a�d Educatio�
Bureau of Outdoor Recreatio�
U.S. Depart�e�t o f the I�terior

Theodore Os�u�dso�
For�er Preside�t, A�erica� Society o f
La�dscape Architects

Ja�es Oswald
For�er Director, Ce�ter for the Natural E�viro��e�t
Strategic Pla��i�g Corporatio�

Joh� R. Paulk
Supervisor, Co�servatio� Educatio� Sectio�
La�d Betwee� the Lakes
Te��essee Valley Authority

Maurice Pay�e
Director, Buildi�g Desig�s Progra�
A�erica� I�stitute o f Architects

Gary O. Robi�ette
Director
A�erica� Society o f La�dscape Architects Fou�datio�

Walter Roth
Pla��er/Architect
Natio�al Park Service

Beatrix Sebastia�
A�erica� Associatio� of School Ad�i�istrators
Natio�al Educatio� Associatio�

Willia� B. Stapp
Professor o f Resource Pla��i�g a�d Co�servatio�
U�iversity o f Michiga�
De��is A. Vi�to�
Co�sulta�t
NEA E�viro��e�tal Educatio� Project

Ja�e Weste�berger
Chief, E�viro��e�tal Educatio� Sectio�
U.S . Forest Service
Jack Willia�so�
Architect/Pla��er
Da�iel, Ma��, Joh�so� & Me�de�hall
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This booklet is pri�ted o� paper �ade fro�
bagasse, a waste vegetable �aterial that �or�ally
is bur�ed. Bagasse is left over after sugar is
pressed fro� ca�e .
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Educatio�al Facilities Laboratories
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